
Christmas in July at Selfco
We thought we could all do with a little bit of extra cheer! So with that in mind and with some help from our 
elves, we created the Selfco Ugly Christmas Jumper!

Financing solutions for  
Australian small business.

End of Financial Year is always extremely hectic. I am very pleased to say that we were successfully settling 
urgent loans up to 4.30pm on June 30th. We were happy to be able to help our brokers deliver on their EOFY 
promises.

What’s new since we last caught up? It’s been a challenging few weeks, with sporadic lockdowns and border 
closures, restrictions coming and going, Barnaby is back and we are in for some more home-schooling 
(hopefully not for too long!) and NSW have conquered QLD in the State of Origin.

This month, we take a look at how Australia is tracking when it comes to the use of renewable energy. Did 
you know that Australia has one of the highest uptakes of household solar in the world? While switching to 
solar power comes at a cost, the long-term benefits are far lower energy bills as well as reduced greenhouse 
emissions. 

To create some extra cheer this month and in the spirit of Christmas in July our elves have been busy knitting the 
Selfco Ugly Christmas Jumpers! Read more about this and our weekly Buy From The Bush hamper give away 
further down in the newsletter.

Renewable Energy
Many commercial property owners are borrowing to upgrade to solar power and even if you’re not in the 
market for solar panels there are other ways to minimise your energy costs and use. 

E-signing - Call for volunteers
We settled our first transaction utilising DocuSign last month and it was a great success. We are putting out
a call for interested parties to assist with trialling before our full rollout.

Selfco Rate Card
Selfco offers a range of Fast Doc financing solutions for both property owners and non-property owners.
Fast doc finance up to $150,000 is available without the need for bank statements for established 
businesses where the sponsors are property owners.



Going off the grid: reducing energy use in 2021

2021Take a look at the evolving supply of energy in Australia and see what the average householder can do to 
go ‘off grid’ and become energy neutral or positive.

As Australia progresses towards a more sustainable future, incentives are being offered for electric vehicles and 
fleets. These make it possible to save money while contributing to lowered greenhouse gas emissions. 

If you’re considering switching from a petrol to plug-powered vehicle, you are probably also interested in ways to 
go ‘off-grid’, reduce costs and minimise environmental impact at home and work. 

The future of energy in Australia

Right now, Australia is in a major transition period as we migrate from our dependency on fossil fuels to 
renewable sources of energy. The challenge for the government is to ensure resources remain available as well 
as affordable throughout this period.  

The year 2020 saw renewable energy responsible for 27.7% of Australia’s total electricity generation. This was the 
first time that more than a quarter of the country’s energy came from renewable sources. 

Australia is reported to be tracking towards 50% of its power coming from renewable energy by 2025. The town 
of Onslow in WA, although small, is the first place to be 100% powered by solar and battery.  

In future, solutions such as the Snowy Hydro Scheme may see us getting closer to carbon neutrality. The current 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison has been quoted saying that “Our goal is to reach net-zero emissions as soon as 
possible, and preferably by 2050,” and the states have backed him up with similar pledges.

Take a look at some of the ways you can make your home or business part of the solution by switching to new 
energy sources and reducing your energy use:

Switch to renewable energy 

Renewable energy is used to power homes without drawing from ‘the grid’ of traditional greenhouse-emission 
producing gas and electricity. 

So-called renewable resources include sunlight, wind and water/hydro. These come to us cost-free but of course 
they are not predictable and infrastructure is required to turn them into energy. 

If you want to track towards going off grid, your main option as the owner of a home or business is to purchase a 
renewable energy system such as rooftop solar panels, which will draw from the sun when it is directly shining on 
your property. You can then use coal or gas-generated electricity as a backup. 

The additional option is an energy-storing battery. In the past, there was a lack of balance on energy savings 
drawn from solar because we tend to use the most power when the sun is not shining. A battery will store the 
power drawn from the sun, which you can then use to reduce the cost of your energy bill. 

https://www.cleanenergycouncil.org.au/resources/resources-hub/clean-energy-australia-report
https://science.anu.edu.au/news-events/news/its-current-rate-australia-track-50-renewable-electricity-2025
https://www.pv-magazine.com/2021/06/18/australian-town-powered-100-by-solar-pv-and-battery/
https://www.pv-magazine.com/2021/06/18/australian-town-powered-100-by-solar-pv-and-battery/


The catch with this is the current high cost of batteries. Your energy bill will be lower but you have had the outlay 
for the battery and it can take more than five years before you begin to reap the financial benefits.

As a business, borrowing to fund solar panels or batteries may be a sensible way to make the cost more 
manageable. There are plenty of options available to fund a switch to renewable energy sources. 

Other ways to reduce energy bills

Switching to renewable energy platforms is expected to become more affordable as time progresses and we 
gradually minimise our dependence on fossil fuels. 

In the meantime, there are a few simple steps to reduce your energy bills, particularly in the winter months: 

- Switch off the heater: Heating and cooling can take up a large percentage of your energy costs so 
throw on a sweater when you’re at home or at work and remember to turn the heating off when you 
leave a room. If you’re investing in some kind of heating solution, look for ‘smart’ appliances that can be 
operated via an app or which will switch off automatically once a room reaches a certain temperature. 
For a small office, remind people regularly that the last person out the door needs to make sure the air 
conditioning is switched off. 

- Don’t blast your air con: You will save money if you set a temperature that ‘takes the edge’ off the cold 
in a room rather than having it feeling like a sauna. Staff may object but if you aim for 22-23 degrees you 
should have a decent comfort level. 

- Switch to LED light bulbs and other more efficient appliances: LED light bulbs are more cost-effective to 
operate and last longer without needing to be replaced. You can make the switch quickly and easily 
around your home or office. For larger appliances like fridges, consider the energy rating before you 
make a purchase.

- Invest in insulation: Curtains, carpets and insulation in walls/floor/ceiling will help to maintain more 
comfortable temperatures. It may require an initial financial outlay but will pay off in the long term. 
Double glazed windows are another option if you are considering a renovation or upgrade. 

- Recharge devices at night: This is more for homeowners than business owners but if your electricity plan 
offers off-peak prices, make the most of them by being strategic with your recharging times

- Shop around for a better deal: Is your energy provider giving you the best possible offer? It doesn’t hurt to 
compare and switch if you’re not locked into a contract

Paving the way to a renewable future

According to energy.gov.au, one in four Australian homes have solar – the highest uptake of household solar in 
the world. 

If you are a home or business owner, even if you don’t want to go fully off grid, it is a good time to do some 
investigating into the feasibility and cost-benefits of investing in solar or renewables. 

Consider the long-term benefits for the planet as well as your hip pocket but be sure to shop with an accredited 
provider who will send a qualified installer.  

Talk to Selfco about our range of flexible and cost-effective finance and leasing options. 
Visit https://selfco.com.au/ or call us on 1300 12 11 10 for more information. E-signing is in final testing mode!

Selfco e-sign is almost here - our new look simplified loan contracts will now include e-sign functionality. We look 
forward to offering customers the option of signing documents electronically via an online e-signing ceremony 
using their mobile phone, tablet or computer. 
 
E-sign will address some of the regular issues that slow down a settlement, including:

• Documents signed incorrectly or signatures missed
• Signatures do not match the drivers’ licence
• Image degradation on scanned documents

The new e-signing process will make it faster and easier for Selfco Brokers to move transactions through to 

https://www.energy.gov.au/news-media/news/australias-renewables-records-2020
https://www.energy.gov.au/news-media/news/australias-renewables-records-2020
https://selfco.com.au/


Settlement.  Selfco brokers will be kept informed throughout the process, freeing you up to focus on new 
opportunities.

Please contact your BDM if you would like to be one of the first to offer e-sign to your Selfco clients.
  
Visit https://selfco.com.au or call us on 1300 12 11 10 for more information. 

E-signing - Call for volunteers 

Selfco’s new look simplified loan contracts will now include e-sign functionality. We offer customers the option 
of signing documents electronically via an online e-signing ceremony using their mobile phone, tablet or 
computer. 
 
E-signatures will address some of the regular issues that slow down a settlement, including:

• Documents signed incorrectly or signatures missed
• Signatures do not match the drivers’ licence
• Image degradation on scanned documents
• Lack of access to a printer

The new e-signing process will make it faster and easier for Selfco Brokers to move transactions through to 
Settlement.  Selfco brokers will be kept informed throughout the process, freeing you up to focus on new 
opportunities.

We are putting out a call for interested parties to assist with trialling the e-signature process in advance of the full 
rollout. Please contact your BDM if you would like to take advantage of e-signing for your Selfco clients.
  
Visit https://selfco.com.au or call us on 1300 12 11 10 for more information. 

Seflco Rate Card

VIEW CURRENT RATE CARDVIEW CURRENT RATE CARD

https://files.constantcontact.com/4e8b12da601/7c05e871-8a45-43a6-af40-ecbc451ff313.pdf
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Christmas in July at Selfco

Season’s Greeting’s from all of us at Selfco!

We thought we could all do with a little bit of extra cheer! So, with that in mind and with some help from our 
elves, we created the Selfco Ugly Christmas jumper!

Our elves have been busy knitting and wrapping jumpers, completing a lucky dipp and have now borrowed 
Santa’s sleigh to do deliveries! If you receive a Selfco Ugly Christmas Jumper (or have an awesome Ugly 
Christmas Jumper of your own), we would LOVE for you to take a selfie in your Ugly Christmas Jumper and post 
it to your social media accounts, LinkedIn, Facebook, Instagram, or all of them! Don’t’ forget to tag us - Selfco 
Leasing and use the tag #selfco.

Every week we will give away a festive gift hamper from Buy From The Bush because supporting small Australian 
Businesses is our thing! Eligible posts will go into the draw each week to win a gift hamper. The winner will be 
drawn and announced each Monday, commencing 12th July 2021 via the Selfco socials.

We hope your jumper brings you cheer and extra coziness this July! We look forward to seeing all of your photos!

Rob Burden | Director
0438 213 394
rob.burden@selfco.com.au

Ben Herrmann | BDM – WA
0447 037 221
ben.herrmann@selfco.com.au

Rod McMillin | BDM - VIC & QLD
0456 007 803
rodney.mcmillin@selfco.com.au






